
 

                                                                                                                                                           April 2026 

 
                           The Troy 

                 Newcomers Topics                   
 

A Message from Your Board  

Darcel Connors, Advisor 
The Troy Newcomers Club is a non-profit. This means that at the end of our fiscal 
year, we must balance our books and any left-over funds must be donated. A pretty 
good problem to have. We reach out to our membership and ask for 
recommendations of local charitable organizations that we may donate these funds 
to. We would ask that if you recommend an organization, you could elaborate on what 
they do, the help they provide and any personal experience you may have had 
yourself working with the organization. It would help us immensely if you could include 
any contact information within the charity, as well.  We assemble all suggestions and 
then our board considers them all and decides on which ones we can help. Often, we 
split the amount available between several of the suggestions.  If you know of a 
worthy charity, please do not hesitate to let us know. It is never too early. You can 
reach me at the email below or contact any current board member. 

 

Which brings me to another important part of our club. Filling our board for the 2026 – 
2027 year. We still have a few spots that we are looking to fill. We need a leader! The 
role of President is still open. (In my opinion this is one of the easiest jobs on the 
board.) We also need the V.P. for Luncheons and Socials positions filled. Both of 
these are great positions to share with another member. Our club can only be 
successful when we all equally contribute to that success. We have a great group of 
ladies who volunteer over and over. They are getting a bit burned out and tired! You 
can still go on vacations if you serve on the board, we have many members willing to 
take over for you temporarily if needed. Please contact myself or Gina Kossick if you 
think you could help our club out and take a turn on our board. We would be glad to 
go over all aspects of the position and explain exactly how much energy and time it 
takes.  

 

Thank you.                                                                                                                            
darcelc@prodigy.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Board Meeting 
Our next board meeting will take place in the back room of Escape Lanes, on  
Thursday, April 2nd at approximately 11:30 am. 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for articles for the May Newsletter is April 25th.  Please send your articles 
to: troynewcomerstopics@gmail.com. You can always send in your articles early, 
just make a notation letting me know.  

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Visit us on our Facebook Page! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/troynewcomers 

 

Ella Treloar                                2                       
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Pat Moran                                 18 
Kathy Holm                               19 
Karen Lawson                           20                           
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Membership Renewal Form 
 

Enclose your check for the appropriate amount with this form (print form using 
your browser print button) and mail to: 

 
Troy Newcomers Club – P.O. Box 103 – Troy, MI 48099 ATTN: Membership 

Secretary 
(Please print clearly) 

 
Name: ________________________________ 

 
Address: ______________________________ 

 
City: _________________________ Zip: ______ 

 
Spouse Name: __________________________ 

 
Phone: ________________________________ 

 
E-mail: ________________________________ 

 
Birthday: Day_____/ Month________ 

 
 

Our Club takes pictures during the many TNC activities, luncheons, and 
socials. We share them in our TNC Newsletter, TNC Website, and TNC 
Facebook. No names will be included. 
Do we have your permission to post your picture in our newsletter or on our 
social media? 

____Yes ____No 

 
 



 

 

April Luncheon 
Osaka Steak House 

1119 W. Maple Rd, Clawson 
April 23rd, meet at 12:00 pm 

 
Join us for a hibachi style lunch at Osaka Steak House.  Our 
presenter this month is Pat Langs. Pat will give a talk and 
demonstration of the Japanese flower arranging art, Ikebana.  There 
may be a chance to bring one of these beautiful creations home! 
 
The hibachi lunch includes beef clear soup, house salad, hibachi 
vegetables, fried noodles and steamed rice 

 
Select your protein from the following: 

 
Hibachi Chicken         $20.40  or PayPal $21.65 

 
Hibachi Steak             $21.60  or PayPal $22.89 

 
Hibachi Shrimp          $22.80  or PayPal $24.13 

   
Hibachi Vegetables    $19.20   or PayPal $20.40 

 
Coffee, iced tea and soft drinks are not included  

 
Deadline is April 16th 

Include your selection on your check payable to: Troy 
Newcomers and mail to: Karen Patterson 

3508 Tothill Drive, Troy, MI, 48084 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Diana Alexanian and Karen Gard, Socials Co-Chairs 
 
April Social 
Craft Day at the Troy Public Library ~ Monday, 4.27.26 ~ 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
~   RSVP Due By 4.17.26!!!! 
On Monday, 4.27.26, we will gather in the Meeting Room of the Troy Public Library for 
a Craft event.  You will have your choice of creating a Suncatcher or a Pressed 
Flower Necklace and Earrings.  LeeAnn from Wild Daisy Creative will be our teacher.  
 

Choice #1 ~ Suncatcher ~ $23: 
We will be designing and assembling a beautiful unique large 
suncatcher using UV resin, pressed flowers and foil to design a large 
charm or two small charms then choose from a variety of charms and 
prism crystals to decorate your suncatcher.  Hook to hang your 
suncatcher is included.  
 
 

 
Choice #2 ~ Necklace and Earrings ~ $23: 

Create your own pressed flower and resin necklace and 
earrings. LeeAnn will have lots of different flowers and greenery 
to choose from, as well as a variety of gold or silver shapes and 
styles. All supplies provided to make and assemble a necklace 
and pair of hypoallergenic earrings.  
 

 

If you would like to attend this Social, please RSVP to Karen Gard via text 
@248.506.7412 and include your name, cell phone number and whether you want to 
make the Suncatcher or the Necklace & Earrings. RSVPs and payments are due by 
4.17.26.  Payment must be received by 4.17.26 in order to participate.   
Please pay by 4.17.26 in one of the following ways: 
 

• Send your check MADE PAYABLE TO KAREN GARD to 6234 Crescent Way 
Drive, Troy, MI 48085 

• Venmo $23 to @Karen-Gard 
• PayPal $23 to @KarenJGard 
• Zelle $23 to kgard7@comcast.net   

 
May Social 
 
For our last Social of this TNC year, we are working on a tour of the Amazon facility in 
May.  Unfortunately, their calendar has not opened yet for May.  We will communicate 
our findings closer to May.   



 

 

 
Service- Michele Burns & Eileen Winkel 

   

  

For the Spring Service Project, we picked an organization 
we hope will appeal to both animal and human 
lovers!  Offering Alternative Therapy with Smiles (O.A.T.S) 
is a therapeutic horseback riding center in northern 
Oakland County - oatshrh.org.  Founded in 1997, O.A.T.S. is 
a volunteer-based organization focused on promoting the 
health, well-being and happiness of disabled individuals 
through horseback riding and related 
activities.  Individuals with a variety of cognitive, physical 
and emotional needs participate in horseback activities to 
strengthen their balance, riding abilities and self-esteem 
while having fun! 

The bond formed between a horse and its rider is truly remarkable!  O.A.T.S. has been 
able to help a child speak his first words, assisted a quadriplegic man feel like he could 
walk again and helped wounded veterans find a sense of calm again.   
Please consider supporting our Spring Service Project with a monetary donation so we 
can help O.A.T.S continue to offer these life changing experiences. Donations can be made 
several ways – checks should be made out to Troy Newcomers Club with O.A.T.S. on the 
memo line. 
-       Cash or check donations at a Troy Newcomer event 
-       Check via mail to Troy Newcomers Club, P.O. Box 103, Troy, MI 48099    
-       Credit card on the Troy Newcomers website in the Service/Volunteering section  
-       Contact Michele or Eileen to arrange a pick- up/drop off 
 
The following events will accept donations in March/April. If you are attending an event, 
please give your donation to the person collecting listed below or the event hostess.    
 
-       Game Night - Mar 27 & Widows Group - Mar 24 (Karen Gard) 
-       Scrapbooking - Mar 30 (Darcel Connors) 
-       Morning Euchre - Apr 7, Mah Jongg – Apr 10 & Bowling - Apr 2 (Eileen Winkel) 
-       Book Club - Apr 15 (Janet Gole) 
-       Wine Tasting - Apr 18 (Ann Britton) 
-       Evening Euchre - Apr 18 & Pickleball - Apr 1,8,15 (Michele Burns) 
 
ALL DONATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 30. 
Thank you for helping to make a better day for disabled persons! 
Michele Burns (michelemburns@gmail.com) and Eileen Winkel (ew1001@icloud.com) 
 

http://oatshrh.org/
https://www.troynewcomers.com/volunteering/
mailto:michelemburns@gmail.com?subject=Help%20with%20Spring%20Service%20Project
mailto:ew1001@icloud.com?subject=Help%20with%20Spring%20Service%20Project


 

 
 

 
 

Purchase Tickets Directly from OPC 

Call (248) 656-1403 / Cashier hours M-F  8:30 -3:30 

Check In Upon Arrival 

First Come, First Served Seating 

Questions? Contact Denise Matthews (248) 214-4498 

 



 

 
Rose Awards – Kathy Holm 

White Rose, Barb Emmer – Website 
 
This months’ white rose is presented to Barb Emmer with  thanks for her years 
of service. Barb has been a Newcomer for about 23 years and has been on the 
Board for the past 15. Prior to maintaining our website, Barb edited the 
Newsletter and served as President. She is also a very active club member. Her 
activities include Euchre, Scrapbooking, Games Night, Luncheons, and 
Bowling. During this past year, Barb has learned to play Mahjong.  She also 
feels that Pickleball has been a great addition to the club.  (Thank you, 
Michelle)  
 In addition to club activities, Barb has recently taken up quilting. One of her first 
projects was a wedding quilt. “Why a  wedding quilt?” You may recall that in last 

year's interview Barb told us that her son Christian was moving to Los Angeles to be near his 
girlfriend, Ashley. Well, this April, Barb and husband Eric are going to Los Angeles for their 
wedding.  
 We all know that Barb and Eric have a cottage Up North where they spend their summers. What we 
didn’t know was that Ashley’s parents also have a cabin on the same lake. The soon-to-be 
newlyweds have known one another for over 20 years, and the families are great friends.  
 To make things even more exciting, Stephen (Barbs' other son)  and his girlfriend Stella have been 
ring shopping. Luckily, their wedding is about a year away. (It will give Barb a chance to make 
another quilt.)  
 Barb encourages every club member to try new activities. “It’s a  great way to make new friends.” 
Barb also encourages everyone to consider joining the Board.  
 Many thanks to Barb for all she does for the club.   

 

Red Rose, Jane Egermann-Mah Jongg 
 

Three things come to mind when I think of Jane. Mahjong, Bowling  and T-
Shirts. Jane has been a Newcomer for about 40 years and has  been 
playing Mahjong for about 30. Eddy Nelson came over from the Birmingham 
Newcomers and taught several members how to play.  However, she went 
back to Birmingham when she discovered we  didn’t want to play for money. 
Jane took over and teaches and hosts  Mahjong twice a month year-round. 
She is an extremely patient  teacher and an excellent hostess. She 
encourages all Newcomers  to come and give it a try.  
 Jane is one of the top bowlers in our league, and along with 
Carol  Henderson and Barb Emmer is a consistent high bowler. We 
all  enjoy the cute sayings on the t-shirts she wears for bowling.  Hopefully 
you will be able to solve the riddle on the one she is  wearing in the picture. 

(I was not able to)  Jane and Ken have 2 daughters and 6 grandchildren. 4 of the kids live in Tulsa, 
3 girls and 1 boy. The other two live near Grand Rapids.  One of her granddaughters (Mya) is in 
competitive dance and Jane is able to attend many of her recitals as they are in Taylor.  
 Jane is also very active in her church, Troy First United Methodist (we have  kick-offs and pickleball 
there). Jane sings in the choir, volunteers to count offerings and is on the Outreach committee. She 
also volunteers at a food pantry and attends luncheons. 
 We are all very grateful for all Jane does for the club. 
 Thank you,Jane 

 



 

 
Thank you, Accent Florist for donating the roses for our Awards                                                      

this month! Please remember them for all your floral needs 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Book Club – Janet Gole, Activity Leader  
 
Please join us at the April 15 meeting, hosted by Linda Shephard. Her book is Ask Again,Yes by 
Mary Beth Keane.  
A novel about two neighboring families whose lives become intertwined through a shared tragedy, 
following two NYPD rookie partners who become neighbors. The story explores the lifelong 
friendship and love between their children as they navigate the aftermath of a violent event that 
divides their families and tests their bond over several decades, dealing with themes of mental 
illness, family loyalty, and forgiveness.  
Please contact Linda at bnlshep@comcast.net or 248-828-0145 to confirm you will attend. We’ll 
meet at 6:30 pm. Find her address within the TNC directory.  
Books are a form of transportation, of teaching, and of connection!  

 
 
Bowling – Darcel Connors, Secretary 
 
Time flies when you are bowling! We are in the 26th week of a 31-week season! The first three places 
have been battling it out. But Team 7 (Darlene Glaze, Lynn Sarosik & Carol Henderson) have 
remained in first place. Hot on their heels, only 4 points behind is Team 4 (Cindy Olczak, Kaoru Goda 
& Marie Watson). In third place is Team 1 (Kathy Holm, Pam Mayhew & Ardin Moenaert) They are 
trailing 2nd by 5 pts and 1st by 9 pts. Most Turkeys honor is still held by Barb Emmer with 6, and Lynn 
Sarosik heads up most splits converted with 12. Barb Emmer and Jane Egermann are tied with a 202 
for highest scratch game. But Jane holds fast with highest scratch series, with a 560. Thank you so 
much to all our subs for filling in. So far, they have subbed a total of 81 games! 
If you would like to join as a substitute bowler, please contact Darcel at darcelc@prodigy.net.  
 
 

 
Culinary Group – Lynn Sarosik & Monica DiMaggio, Activity Leaders  
  

Our Group enjoyed a Tea at Troy Historic Village March 19th.  The 
presenter, Paul Vachon, led us through some of the iconic restaurants in 
Detroit’s heyday.  His slides and discussion captured many memories of 
the Motor City and fine dining experiences.  We enjoyed a cup of tea 
and cookies.  
 Afterward, we met at Cooper’s Hawk in Troy for a wonderful Happy 

Hour.  It was a chance to catch up, share ideas and get to know 
each other a bit better.  The specialty cocktails were good and our 
food was delicious!   
We have another adventure planned for Tuesday, April 28th at 
Troy Public Library.  Cooking with Mary.  She will provide us 2 
seasonal Polish dishes.  Recipes and tips will be provided.  This 
class is offered from 7-8pm.  There are still a few seats left.  If you 

are interested, call the library, and make a reservation.  There is no cost. TPL  248-524-3538. 
We are always looking for people that would like to share their knowledge in any type of cooking or 
specialty.  We really want to continue this group, and value your participation!  Please contact us with 
any ideas! 
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Morning Euchre – Gina Kossick, Activity Leader  
 

We are playing this month on Tuesday, April 7 at 9:30 am at the home of Debbie Risko. Debbie lives 
in Troy, see directory for address. Please RSVP to her by Saturday, April 4 at : dgrisko1@gmail.com 
or call 248-840-6623. If you are not a regular hostess, and would like to bring a breakfast item for 
that morning, let Debbie know.  
We are beginner friendly, so let the hostess know if you wish to be instructed that day, and she will 
not put you in the count.  
Thank you  

 
 
Evening Euchre – Darlene Glaze, Activity Leader 
 
Next Euchre - Saturday, April 18th at the home of Gina Kossick. Let Gina know you are coming 
gbean1961@gmail.com  
Thank you, Darcel Connors for hosting our March euchre party. We all had a good time. I want to 
congratulate the winners, so let’s start with our first place and that is Marissa Hunter - Hooray! We 
had two second place winners on Saturday and that was Amy Strnad and Doug Hunter. Our fourth 
place went to Mark Sparschu. Congrats to the winners!  
May  16 - Marissa Hunter mmhunter@yahoo.com  
We are looking for women to volunteer to host a euchre party next season. If you can, let me know 
darleneglaze@gmail.com 
  
 

 
Ladies Game Night – Jill Miceli, Activity Leader 

 

 

Maryann Locricchio will host Ladies' Game Night on Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00. Please contact 
Maryann if you are able to attend at malocricchio@gmail.com or at her phone number listed in the 
directory.  

 
 

 

Mah Jongg – Jane Egermann, Activity Leader   

 
April showers may bring May flowers but the more important thing that April brings is the new mah 
jongg card!  Hopefully, by now, all our regular players have received their new cards.   

Which presents a wonderful opportunity for all of you who have wanted to learn but have been 
intimidated by the prospect of playing against experienced players.  We’re all in the same boat this 
month – nobody knows what hand to pick!   

In fact, new players may have an advantage as you won’t constantly be trying to play a hand from the 
old card. 

We will play on April 10th at 9:30 am and April 24th at 1 pm at the home of Jane Egermann.  New 
players are always welcome – we love to introduce new people to the game. 

Please let Jane know if you plan to attend or need directions to her house.  Her email is 
jane48085@yahoo.com 
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Meadowbrook Ushering – Michele Burns & Joann Twigg , Activity Leaders   

Our next performance is Come From Away – Following a true story 
during the 9/11 attacks, 38 planes and 6,579 passengers were forced to land in 
Gander, Newfoundland, doubling the population of one small town on the edge 
of the world. Based on interviews with locals, Come From Away is about how 
hosting this international community of strangers spurred unexpected 
camaraderie in extraordinary circumstances.                                                                             
Our dates to usher run from Wednesday, April 1 to Sunday, April 5, 2026. 
Please arrive at the theatre 45 minutes prior to showtime and remain in the 
lobby for instructions. Remember, if you are unable to make your commitment, it 

is up to you to find a replacement from the Usher & Sub List. We hope everyone enjoys this 
performance based on a real-life adventure! 

 
Pickle Ball – Michele Burns, Activity Leader    

Our 4th session this year will start on April 1 and run through May 27.  We are trying something new 
this session with players playing one month or both.  We hope to accommodate those who are 
starting golf or just returning from places south or for some other reason are not able to play both 
months.  If this works, we will most likely try this in the winter months to see how it will go with the 
snowbirds! 
 

Scrapbooking – Darcel Connors, Activity Leader                         

We will be scrapbooking at the home of Darcel Connors on Monday, April 20th from 11 am to 5pm. 
You are welcome to bring any project to work on if you do not scrapbook. Please bring your own 
lunch. Darcel will provide snacks and drinks. Contact Darcel at darcelc@prodigy.net to let her know if 
you can join us.  

 

Somerset Golf League 2026 Season 
Debbie Risko & Karen Hrit, Activity Leaders 
 
Thursday morning at Somerset Golf Club is a 10- week league. It runs from June 19th - August 20th. 
There will be no make-up days if you miss. If the course is closed due to inclement weather, we will 
receive rain checks. 
Questions? Email at cwtpremiertravel@yahoo.com or call Karen Hrit 248-840-0755 
Cost $170 per senior 62 and over   Cost $210 under 62  

Includes Somerset course pass for reduced golf rates. 
Make check payable to: Karen Hrit  
Mail to: Karen Hrit  38136 Seaway Ct. Harrison Twp, MI 48045 
 
Name________________________________________________ 
Email ___________________________________ Phone___________________ 
Address_________________________________  Zip______________________ 
Golf Partner's Name ________________________Phone___________________ 
 
You must also sign-up for membership with Troy Newcomers Club (Renewal -$25 New-$30) 
For TNC membership send check to: Troy Newcomers Club P.O. Box 103 Troy, Mi 48099 

ATTN: Membership Secretary (Please include your birthday and email address on check) 

mailto:darcelc@prodigy.net
mailto:cwtpremiertravel@yahoo.com


 

 

 
Sylvan Glen Golf League 2026 Season – Gail Trendler, Activity Leader 

 
Spring is in the air and the 2026 golf season is just around the corner! 
The season kicks off on Thursday, May 7 th . 
If you want more information and are interested in joining either as a 
regular golfer or as a sub, please let me know (gatrendler@gmail.com) 
 

 
 
 
Widows Group, Karen Gard – Activity Leader 

 
Our 3rd Widows Group meeting was held on Tuesday, 3.24.26 at Kathie Mardyla’s home. It was a 
smaller group but quite lovely to really get to know each other on a more personal level. Our focus 
for this gathering stemmed from sharing positive triumphs since our last meeting, including how we 
managed the holidays.   
The group decided to keep our quarterly meeting format but to also start using our contact list to 
reach out to members to engage in activities in between our quarterly meetings to expand our 
horizons. 
Our next meeting will be another potluck at the home of JoAnn Bologna on 6.16.26 starting at 6:30 
pm.  JoAnn’s home backs up to a neighborhood park so we are hoping for beautiful weather so we 
can enjoy her new deck. All those who have lost a partner are welcome.  If you would like to 
participate in this group, please send your name, email address and cell phone number to me at 
kgard7@comcast.net or via cell: 248.506.7412.  You will be added to our text string and sent 
additional information for our June 18th gathering. If you have any questions about this group, feel 
free to call or text me at any time.   

 
 
 
 
Winetasting, Ann Britton – Activity Leader 

 
The first, long awaited wine tasting of 2026 has arrived. The April wine tasting will be held on 
Saturday, April 18, at 6:30pm. Jan Fuhrman will host the wine tasting at her home. Please RSVP, 
Jan Fuhrman by Wednesday, April 15 at jfuhrman53@gmail.com or call her. Each wine tasting 
evening is hosted by a Troy Newcomer member. The members attending may bring a spouse or 
friend along with an appetizer, their wine glasses and $10 per wine drinker which will contribute to 
the cost of the wine. Those who do not drink wine are welcome to attend. They will bring an 
appetizer but are not asked to pay the $10. When you RSVP, let the hostess know if you will not be 
drinking wine. The hostess chooses the wines she would like to serve. The hostess supplies the 
coffee and desserts. This activity is held once a month on a Friday or Saturday evening of the 
hostess’s choice beginning at 6:30pm. 
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