
 

                                                                                              September 2026    

Troy Newcomers Topics 
 

Message From the Board  

Hello everyone, this is Pat Pillot and Ivana Enright, this year’s VPs of luncheons. Yes, we are the sister-in-
laws. We have been members of Troy Newcomers for about 4 years and enjoyed discovering new places 
for lunch.  Now it’s our turn to plan and coordinate the luncheons.  Wish us luck as we scour the area for 
new places.  Feel free to share any ideas or suggestions with us when we meet at the kick-off.   

 

Ivana Pillot-Enright - VP luncheons 

Hi Ladies,  I am Ivana.  As mentioned, I have been a member for about 4 years.  This is my first time on 
the board. Hats off to all the lovely ladies who have kept this group going.   I enjoyed different activities, 
and meeting new people. It will be fun working with my smart sister-in-law on finding new places for lunch.   

I have been married to Kevin for 51 years and we have 2 grown daughters. We have lived in Troy for 38 
years.  Time certainly has gone by fast.  We enjoy traveling and completing my bucket list of seeing all 50 
states. Over the years we have experienced many wonderful culinary experiences. I discovered Troy 
Newcomers after I retired and convinced Pat to join with me. I hope to see many of you at our first lunch on 
Sept 24th. 

 

Pat Pillot - VP luncheons 

For a long time, I have enjoyed trying new things. I have tasted all kinds of foods, some that turned out to 
taste far better than I thought they would, and some I never touched after the first bite. Trying new foods 
while enjoying the familiar is all part of the fun, especially with my vivacious “sis”, Ivana. 

My husband, Lou, and I have a long-shared love of travel, are both retired, and have three grown children, 
two that live out of state. We have six grandchildren, and now spend much of our travel time visiting family. 
We both like to hike while he takes photographs and I gather inspiration for drawings and watercolor 
sketches. 

I also enjoy needlework - quilting, knitting crochet, and reading. Oh, and did I tell you? I also like to sing      
(Girls just want to have fun, you know!) Well, that’s my story and I want you to know I find your interests 
and stories interesting, and look forward to meeting you, and having fun at our lunches each month. They 
are such a good way to connect as we bring other newcomers into our lives through the many activities this 
group offers. 

Look for us at the kickoff, so please come up and say hello, and give us any restaurant suggestions. 



 

Announcements 

Board Meeting 

Our next board meeting will take place in the back room of Escape Lanes, on Friday, 

September 11th at 12:00 pm.  

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the October Newsletter is September 18th. (Earlier than usual due to 

Editor’s Vacation plans) Please send your articles to: troynewcomerstopics@gmail.com. 
You can always send in your articles early! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us on our Facebook Page! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/troynewcomers 

Kathy Mitter                                    6 

Cynthia Olczak                               6 
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Karen Hrit                                      20 
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Denise Treado                              22 

Laurie Petrusha                            24 
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September 24th Luncheon 

DETROIT Grill House 

55161 Shelby Rd, Shelby Township 

Meet at 12:00 noon 

Our speaker will be Kim Parr, Collections Curator for the Packard 

Proving Grounds historical site, speaking on "The Packard 

Rosies."  We'll be meeting in the 'Speak Easy' a private room to the 

right of the main entry door. The Chef has already introduced himself to 

us, and guarantees a tasty meal for our first luncheon of the year.    

The password to enter is "Troy Newcomers" 

Please choose ONE of the following sides with your RSVP: 

salad, chips, Cole slaw, soup of the day 

AND: Please choose one of these meals with your RSVP: 

Cost:     $17.50  PayPal:   $18.50 

Each meal includes your choice of coffee, tea or soft drink. 

 

1. Salmon Burger: Grilled Salmon and Feta Patty with Cole slaw on a 

Brioche Bun  

 

2.  Lunch Sliders:  2 sliders- Burger, Pork or Chicken BLT  

 

3. Chicken Salad Croissant: with Dried Cherries, Almonds and Lettuce 

on a Buttery Croissant 

 

Deadline for RSVP and payment is September 16, 2026 

Please make check payable to: Troy Newcomers Club and mail to: 

Karen Gard, 6234 Crescent Way Dr., Troy, MI 48085 



 

Socials, Barb Shimoura 

Diamond Jack’s River Tours 

Friday - September 4, 2026 

 

For the first social of this TNC year, we will be rolling down 

the river on a boat ride. This will be the Diamond Jack’s 

Riverboat Cruise on September 4th. I know this is Labor 

Day weekend, but if you are not going out of town, this is a 

nice way to end the summer season. 

The dock is at 1340  E. Atwater St. Detroit, MI 48207. This is on the corner of Rivard 

&  Atwater, two blocks east of the Renaissance Center by the Carousel in the Cullen Plaza 

River Walk parking lot.  

If you are interested in participating, you will need to send a text to Barb at 248-541-2720 

or email to bshimoura@gmail.com confirming your current email address by to Barb 

August 30th, 2026.  I can pick-up the  payment for the cruise at the Kick-off meeting, but I 

need to know how many are coming!  This event will be open to guests also.   

 Cost: $30.00 Per person. 

Time: We have a 2:00pm boarding time. Plan to arrive 10-15 minutes before. 

Carpooling:  We will meet at Troy Community Center at 1:00 pm. We will not be waiting 

after 1:15 for arrivals. If you are willing to be a driver, or driving yourself, please let me 

know.  

Please NO FOOD or BEVERAGE allowed to be brought on board.  Cash snack bar is 

available 

There is bathroom on board, if necessary.  

Filming or picture taking is encouraged.   

There is a ramp to the boat itself, but stairs to get to the upper decks.  If you need a specific 

accommodation, you will need to request it at least a week prior trip so let me know ASAP  

I went on this trip on one of the first days of the season. The weather looked horrible and 

cold, so I wasn't going to go. But the clouds broke and it ended up being a beautiful day.   
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Publicity, Denene Decker 

First, I want to thank Darcel for taking the lead on the publicity events for 2025-2026 after 
the sudden loss of Sandy Navratil. Darcel got us scheduled for the two booth events; 
dropping off Club information at various locations in Troy and Rochester Hills; as well as 

staying up on the multitude of other Club responsibilities. Thank you, Darcel. 

The first publicity event was held at the Troy Historic Village on Wednesday, July 8 from 
8:30 a.m. to roughly 5:30 p.m. There were six members who volunteered for 2.5-hour time 

slots with Darcel and I setting up on Tuesday afternoon and Darcel and her husband 
assisted with take down. The volunteers were: 

• Lynn Sarosik 

• Denise Mathews 

• Barb Shimoura 

• Pam Cheli 

• Pat Pilot 

• Ivana Enright 

There were 15 visitors who were interested in the Club. Each received an email with the 

Kick Off Information. 

The next event was at the Troy Farmer’s Market, Stine Community Park on Wednesday, 
August 12. The event ran from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. with six volunteers signed up for 2 hours 

shifts beginning with set up at 2:00 and take down roughly around 7:00 p.m. The volunteers 
were: 

• Janet Gole 

• Joann Twigg 

• Eileen Winkel 

• Darlene Glaze 

• Gina Kossick 

• Cindy Olczak 

 

A few members stayed and enjoyed a Beatles tribute band called the Back Beats. The 
audience members couldn’t resist singing along! Some even kicked up their heels moving 
to the music.  

Thank you, members. Your enthusiasm for the Club and its offerings is what helps with 

TNC’s continued success and growth. Information on next year’s publicity events will be 
posted in future Newsletters. 



 

Membership Renewal Form 

 

Enclose your check for the renewal amount of $30.00 with this form and mail to: 

Troy Newcomers Club – P.O. Box 103 – Troy, MI 48099 ATTN: Membership Secretary 

(Please print clearly) 

 

Name: ________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________ 

 

City: _________________________ Zip: ______ 

 

Spouse Name: __________________________ 

 

Phone: ________________________________ Home or Cell  

 

E-mail: ________________________________ 

 

Birthday: Day_____/ Month________ 

 

 

Our Club takes pictures during the many TNC activities, luncheons, and socials. We 

share them in our TNC Newsletter, TNC Website, and TNC Facebook. No names will 

be included. 

Do we have your permission to post your picture in our newsletter or on our social 

media? 

____Yes ____No 

 



 

Rose Awards by Kathy Holm 

White Rose - Denene Decker, Publicity  

Who wouldn’t want to know more about our club? Especially since we have 

such a charming lady in charge of our publicity. This is Denene’s second 

year as a Newcomer and her first year on the board. There have been two 

successful events this summer. We had booths at both the Troy Garden 

Walk and the Troy Farmers Market. Denene remarked that as much as she 

enjoyed talking to potential members, her favorite part was really getting to know the other 

volunteers. 

When Denene told people she was going to retire, they all asked what she was going to do. 

Not entirely sure of what she would do, Denene was sure of one thing she would avoid. 

Denene calls them “Have tos”, things she does not really enjoy but is committed to. 

Between work and raising a family we all know there are a lot of “Have tos”. 

Thank you to Kathy Mitter for inviting Denene to a luncheon and then encouraging her to 

read our newsletter. Denene became a Newcomer shortly thereafter. Several activities in 

the newsletter interested her. Bowling {where she won the award for most improved 

bowler.} She also ushers at Meadowbrook, attends luncheons and has been to 

scrapbooking. 

When not involved with Newcomer activities, Denene attends a Jazzercise class at 5:30 

a.m. 5 days a week. {To be truthful, that sounds absolutely horrible to me. } She also enjoys 

mornings on her porch with coffee and crosswords. {Much more to my liking.} Three times a 

year she makes jam and applesauce with Kathy Mitter and another friend. {I have tasted it 

and it is delicious.} 

Denene has two adult children, one son and one daughter. Her son has a 5-year-old 

daughter, Dylan. Needless to say, she is one of the most adorable little girls in the world. 

Denene is grateful to the Newcomers for the opportunity to meet new people and make new 

friends. She encourages all members to “Do the things that matter to you.” 

Thanks, Denene, for taking charge of publicity and being a valued club member. 

 



 

Red Rose – Tonni Bartholomew & Karen Ables, Mah Jongg 

We are all extremely grateful to Jane Egermann for all the years she has run our Mah Jong club. 

She welcomed players into her home. She encouraged beginners and was an excellent teacher. 

Most importantly, she made it fun. Jane is taking a break from Mahjong for personal reasons. Let’s 

all keep her in our prayers.                                                                                                                     

We are also extremely grateful to Karen Ables and Tonni Bartholomew for taking 

on this responsibility. They are both new to Mahjong and very generously offered 

to help out. Thank you, ladies, very much.                                                                                                                                 

Karen has only been a Newcomer since March, although she was briefly a 

Newcomer many years ago, just to golf. This time it was Mahjong, and a sister 

who wanted her to learn how to play.                                                                                                                                    

Karen and her husband Mark have been married for 36 years and have 1 son, Michael. She also 

owns 3 pugs, 2 of which serve as therapy dogs at Corewell in Grosse Pointe. Other activities 

Karen enjoys are golfing, cooking, Disney and Mondays with Mom. Karen and Mark golf together 

at least once a week, and she also golfs quite often with friends. Karen doesn’t just cook; she 

cooks with a theme. Each year she selects a different theme and once a month, cooks around it. 

One year it was cakes, one year it was copycat recipes from local restaurants and this year it is 

Pie-elicious.                                                                                                                                           

Karen and Mark have been vacationing at Disney for 20 years. The vacations have changed a little 

since their son grew up, now instead of theme parks they golf in the summer and ski in the winter. 

Mondays are reserved for her mom. They shop, go to lunch or just have a good time together.                                                                                                  

Karen is looking forward to the kick-off meeting to learn about all of the other activities available. 

We are looking forward to getting to know Karen better. 

 

 

Tonni has been a Newcomer for about 4 years and discovered Mahjong at last year's kick-off 

meeting. She also plays euchre and attends some socials. Tonni and her partner Dean have been 

together for 19 years. She has 1 daughter and 2 stepsons. She has 1 granddaughter, Natalie and 

another son has a baby on the way. She also has a plethora of grand-dogs.                                                                                                                                           

Both Tonni and Dean have long standing connections to the city of Troy. They both worked for the 

city and Dean’s grandfather was the first Township Supervisor. Tonni and Dean first met at a city 

golf league where she was a member, and he was a sub. They soon began running into one 

another and various city events and VOILA, love was in the air.                                                     

Tonni loves to cook and sew. She is an avid seamstress and loves to quilt. Tonni and Dean are just 

starting to travel and they are soon sailing away on a 16-day Hawaiian cruise.  Tonni is very 

grateful to Karen for offering to work with her on the Mahjong club, and with the help of all the 

fantastic Mahjong ladies the club should continue. She said “The kindness of the club is 

outstanding.” 

Once again, thanks to Tonni and Karen and to Jane. 



 

Thank you, Accent Florist for donating the roses for our Awards                                                      

this month! Please remember them for all your floral needs 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activities 

 

Book Club - Janet Gole, Activity Leader  

I, Janet Gole, will host our September 23 Book Club. My book is The Berry Pickers by 

Amanda Peters. A riveting tale of Indigenous family separation. Follow a family in Nova 

Scotia who travels every summer to Maine to pick blueberries as migrant workers. In the 

summer of 1962, 4-year-old Ruthie, the youngest, disappears from the fields. The last to 

see her is 6-year-old Joe, who takes the loss especially hard and carries his guilt in the 

years to come. Read from various perspectives the specific ways Indigenous families were 

treated; it’s filled with loss and sadness yet manages to be hopeful as well.  

Contact Janet at janet.l.gole@gmail.com or 248-925-6888 to confirm you will attend by Sept 

9. I do not have a limit for attendees. 

Your character is defined by how you treat others - always remember this.  

 

 

Bowling League – Darcel Connors, League Secretary  

 We are a very friendly and casual bunch of ladies and we have a couple of openings for 

regular bowlers and substitutes.  All skill levels are welcome as well as beginners. The 

season will begin on September 17th and ends on April 29th  with an end of year banquet 

soon after. We have breaks for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years Eve. The cost is 

expected to be around $12.00 a week. The alley provides free shoes and bowling balls for 

use each week as well, if you need them. 

Contact Darcel Connors at darcelc@prodigy.net to sign up for the league. Teams will be 

announced after the Kick Off.  

 

Culinary Group – Lynn Sarosik & Monica DiMaggio, Activity Leaders  

The culinary group took a break over the summer but has already made plans starting in 

September. A meet-up for the buffet lunch created by the culinary department at Oakland 
Community College in Royal Oak is on the schedule for September 25. In October, the Troy 
Historic Village will explore early American bread-making techniques using the village’s clay 

oven. For more information on these events and to be included in any future activities, 
contact Monica DiMaggio at: mdimaggio@comcast.net 
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Morning Euchre – Gina Kossick, Activity Leader  

Welcome back to our new season Euchre Players!                                                                  

Our first Euchre is Tuesday, September 15 at 9:30 am at the home of me- Gina Kossick. I 

live at 2941 Bywater Dr in Troy. Please RSVP to me by Saturday, September 12th at 

gbean1961@gmail.com or call me at 248-854-9957. If you are not a regular hostess, 

please let me know if you wish to bring a breakfast item for that day.                                                                                                                                        

We are beginner friendly and can give you a touch up lesson or teach you how to play. Must 

let the hostess know if you need a lesson so you are not counted in the table count. 

Welcome back to another year of socializing, eating, coffee drinking and hopefully we can 

get some euchre playing time in!!!!!  

 

Evening Euchre- Darlene Glaze, Activity Leader  

Welcome to a new season of Evening Euchre! We are excited to get started and start 

playing cards again. I want to welcome our returning members and look forward to meeting 

new players this season.                                                                                                                  

The date for our September euchre party to start off the new season is Saturday, 

September 19, 2026 and will start at 6:45pm. The party will be held at my home. If you 

know you want to attend, email me and let me know who is coming - 

darleneglaze@gmail.com.                                                                                                        

I need a hostess for the month of November, let me know if you can host a euchre party. If 

anyone has any questions regarding this activity, I welcome an email or text.  

 

Ladies Game Night- Jill Miceli, Activity Leader 

Game Night is a fun-filled night of beginner-friendly games. Each month we have a hostess 

choose a date and time that works for her. The hostess plans the games and serves some 

light refreshments. The games can be anything that she thinks would be fun with some light 

competition. We have done cards, board games, charades, activity games, dominoes or 

something new. If you would like to host, please let Jill know. You can tell me the month and 

I will confirm the month before so the information can be put into the newsletter. If you 

attend regularly but do not host, it is asked that you offer to bring something to help out the 

hostess.  

We will start off this season on Wednesday. September 9 at 7:00 at Jill Miceli's home. 

Please contact Jill at her home number 248-828-3499 if you would like to attend. I will have 

a sign-up sheet for hostess months at Kick Off. If you can't attend but want to pick a month, 

please let Jill know. Hope to see you soon! 
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Mah Jongg – Tonni Bartholomew & Karen Abels, Activity Leaders 

The Troy Newcomers Mahjongg group met 2 times in August and enjoyed friendships, great 
conversations, delightful refreshments and several Mahjongg games. We will be meeting 
again in September with locations to be announced prior to game days. The tentative dates 

of play will be Friday, September 11th at 9:30AM and September 25th at 1:00PM. If you are 
interested in playing, please notify either Karen Abels at (248) 703-8321 or Tonni 

Bartholomew at (248) 807-3555. 

New Mahjongg players are encouraged to join and will be assisted by existing members in 
learning the game. 

 

Meadowbrook Ushering – Michele Burns & Joann Twigg , Activity Leaders   

If you are a play lover, then this activity is for you!  The Meadow Brook season looks especially interesting 
with play topics from westerns (“The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance”) to rock-and-roll (“Rolling Thunder – A 
Rock Journey”).  We usher the third week of each play (fourth week for “A Christmas Carol”).  Ushers are 
responsible for arriving 45 minutes prior to the play start, helping to seat patrons, then they can sit back 
and enjoy the play.  See below for the specific dates. 

Newcomers Meadowbrook Ushering Schedule 

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance Oct 21 – Oct 25 

A Christmas Carol  Dec 9 – Dec 13 

Curtains Jan 27 – Jan 31 

Polishing Shakespeare Mar 3 – Mar 7 

Death Takes a Holiday Apr 7- Apr 11 

Rolling Thunder - A Rock Journey May 12 – May 16 

You Can’t Take It with You Jun 16 – Jun 20 

  

There are currently openings for 1 usher at the Wednesday Matinee at 2:00pm and 1 usher at the Saturday 

evening performance at 6:00pm.   If you are interested in joining our team at one of these performances, 

please email Michele (michelemburns@gmail.com). 

There are also unlimited openings for substitute ushers!!  If a regular usher is unable to attend her 

assigned play, she is asked to get a substitute.  A list of regular and substitute ushers is provided. It seems 

as every play has a need for subs.  So, if you can’t make a commitment to the entire season, please 

consider being a sub. 

All ushers will receive the play schedule, Meadow Brook’s Usher Policy, theatre seating chart, and 

Newcomer play assignments with substitute list after Kickoff Night once the list is finalized.  Michele will be 

at Kickoff Night to answer any questions, hope to see you there! 
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Pickle Ball – Michele Burns, Activity Leader    

Welcome Pickleballers to the 2026-27 Indoor Season! The first session runs from Oct 7 
(we’ll skip the 14th as the church has their Rummage Sale) through Nov 18 and the next 
session will start Dec 2 – Jan 28.  As in the past, we will play Wednesdays from 1:00-3:00 in 

the gym of Troy First United Methodist Church at 6363 Livernois. 

All are welcome to play.  There are 2 courts for our use.  For beginners, we will teach you if 
you don’t know how to play. There are also balls and paddles available at the church for our 

use. (Beginners can use the church’s paddles until you fall in love with the game and buy 
your own.)   The ladies are nice, we laugh a lot and everyone has a good time!  Our #1 rule 
is NO Falling and #2 is to have FUN! 

If you would like to play, please email me (michelemburns@gmail.com) your name, 

email and phone number by September 25.  The cost to play is $60/week x 6 (the 
number of weeks) and is divided by the number of players.  If it comes out to an odd 
number like $18.23, the fee is rounded up to the nearest $5 and the difference is allocated 

to an upcoming Newcomer charity project.  The fee to play is due Oct 7 (the first week of 
play.) 

If you can’t play the entire session, please consider being a sub. If you are a regular player 

and can’t make it, we do ask that you try to get a substitute. A sub list is provided. 

I’ll be at Kickoff Night, if you have any questions you can talk with me there or sign-up 

too.  Looking forward to a new, fun year of pickleball! 

 

 

Scrapbooking – Darcel Connors, Activity Leader        

We will not be having a scrapbooking activity in September. Look here for information on October’s date. 

 

 

 

Somerset Golf League 2026 Season-  

Debbie Risko & Karen Hrit, Activity Leaders 

The current season of golf is under way.  
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Sylvan Glen Golf League 2026 Season – Gail Trendler, Activity Leader  

The end of the golf season is upon us. We will play on August 27th and September 3rd to 
wrap up the regular season. Our annual end of season golf outing will be at the new and 

improved Pine Trace Golf Course on Thursday, September 10th . We will play a 9-hole 
scramble followed by lunch and prizes. Hoping for great weather and a great time!  

 

Widows Group- Karen Gard, Activity Leader 

Our one-year anniversary for this group will be celebrated with a potluck at the home of 

Marie Hochstein on Tuesday, 9.22.26 starting at 6:30 pm.  All those who have lost a partner 
are welcome.  If you would like to participate in this group, please send your name, email 
address and cell phone number to me at kgard7@comcast.net or via cell: 248.506.7412.  

All interested members will be added to our text string and sent additional information for 
our Tuesday, September 22nd gathering. If you have any questions about this group, feel 
free to call or text me at any time or stop by the Widows Group table at the 9.2.26 TNC 

Kickoff event.   
 

 
 
 

Winetasting- Ann Britton, Activity Leader  

The September Wine Tasting will be held on Saturday, September 19, 6:30pm, at the home 

of Carol Profit.   RSVP, Carol at clprofit@comcast.net or call her by Wednesday, September 

16 , if you are planning on attending. 

Each wine tasting evening is hosted by a Troy Newcomer member.  The members 

attending may bring a spouse or friend along with an appetizer, their wine glasses and $10 

per wine drinker which will contribute to the cost of the wine.  Those who do not drink wine 

are welcome to attend.  They will bring an appetizer but are not asked to pay the 

$10.  When you RSVP, let the hostess know if you will not be drinking wine. 

The hostess chooses the wines she would like to serve.  The hostess supplies the coffee 

and desserts.  This activity is held once a month on a Friday or Saturday evening of the 

hostess’s choice beginning at 6:30pm. 
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